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on a firmer soil within, A minareh and the
appearance of dwellings is seen about a mile
farther to the eastward than those already men-
tioned. Beyond this, the coast runs in nearly
a north-east direction for four or five miles,
forming a continued chain of yellow and barren
sand-hills, until it terminates in the low cape
called Ras-el-BoorooIos, off which the British
ship Jiuste was wrecked in March, 1814<.
Having stood into three fathoms water, with
discoloured patches and broken ground all
around us, we tacked off to the northward, in
order to weather the cape* In reviewing the
coast from every point of direction, I felt the
same impressions as those which my land-journey
along its shores had before suggested: namely,
that its appearance was unfavourable to the idea
of the Delta being wholly the gift of the Nile \
and that whatever changes might -have been
produced at the apex of this island by the al-
luvium of' the river, its base being composed of
sand-hills and salt-lakes extending many leagues
in-shore, betrays the strongest symptoms of its
being entirely gained from the sea, and of the
river never having reached it to leave any of its
deposit there,
. The wind still freshening, with a heavy sea,
we tacked at sunset, and stood along the coast
to the eastward, having six and five fathoms by
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